LETTER IX 


Dear Friend, 


The dangers we have just pointed out are in the nature of the present 
situation, i.e. in the increasingly complete triumph of the Revolution. Barring a 
miracle, they will, one day or another, be terrible realities. These realities 
will be wherever Revolution reigns, and in the same proportion as the power of 
its reign. But the prospect of schism and persecution frightens Catholics most 
of all. The others, and that's the vast majority, are relatively unaffected. Let 
them not be too quick to reassure themselves. There are subjects of fear that 
are common to all. I'm talking about public calamities, the consequences of the 
situation. 

Remember this: whatever the Revolution has not done, it hates; whatever it 
hates, it destroys. Give it absolute power today, and, despite its protests, it will 
be tomorrow what it was yesterday, what it will always be: the all-out war 
against religion, society, the family, property. The god of evil, it does not 
change, it cannot change. Don't let it say it’s been slandered: its actions betray 
itself. Remember 1793 and 1848. See what it was like in Italy in 1860. 

With unparalleled audacity, it trampled underfoot the double charter of the 
divided world: religion and the law of nations. It tore it up, bearing its bloody 
shreds at the end of its bayonets. On its flags, it inscribes the right to revolt 
against all authority, except its own; the right to oppress, expel and imprison 
anyone who displeases it; the right to dispossess all sovereigns, by 
dispossessing the most legitimate sovereign of all: and it practices this right. 

What is this, if not communism on a large scale, the prelude to communism 
in small? If, against all divine and human justice, kings are allowed to annex 
kingdoms, why should private individuals be forbidden to annex their neighbor's 


wallet, house or field? 


What is most alarming is the attitude of nations in the face of such attacks. 
Europe is undermined, dismantled by barbarians. Among the kings, some 
applaud; the others remain with weapons in their arms. In vain the infallible 
oracle of truth, the Supreme Pontiff, tires of shouting that the Revolution 


wants all the thrones, that society is heading towards communism, that is 


to say, to the last limit of disorder and misfortune.*8 The deaf do not hear, 
the blind do not see: official Europe is irritated or smiles. Honest people repeat: 
The triumph of the Revolution is impossible. 

This is how guilty people and vulgar minds have always reasoned on 
the eve of great catastrophes. "The world has never been more enlightened, 
public fortune more prosperous, the army braver, the senate more loyal, the 
Emperor more powerful than today:" thus reasoned the Romans of the upper 
and lower empire; the former, a few years before the invasion of the 
Barbarians; the latter at the very sight of Mohammed's fleets. To cut a long 
story short, this is how the sleepers reasoned at the time of our Estates 
General. They didn't see, or they didn't want to see, that 1793 was inside 1789, 
like the chicken inside the egg, and that all it took was a blow from the beak to 
hatch it. 

As for me, dear friend, | confess that this tranquility is far from reassuring. It 
has never reassured the most far-sighted minds. You have just heard the Holy 
Father. Listen to a few other observers. The spoliation of the temporal domain 
is the final blow to the last root which, through ownership, binds the Church to 
the soil of Europe. “Now,” as M. de Bonald said thirty years ago, "public 
religion in Europe is finished if it has no property; Europe is finished if it has no 


public religion.”29 


28 Pronum est intelligere, quantum unicuique gubernio discrimen in dies comparetur, et 
quanta in universam civilem societatem redundet pernicies, cum ita fatali communismo 
aditus aperiatur.(Allocution, 28 Septembre 1860.) It is easy to understand how much a 
crisis is being faced by each government day by day, and how much destruction will 
fall upon the whole of civil society, when the path to fatal Communism is thus opened. 


29 Théor. du pouv., t. Ill, p. 106. 


In 1849, Donoso Cortés wrote to me: "I owe you a million thanks for your 
kindness in sending me a copy of the work in which you so resolutely and 
deeply probed the wounds of this dying society.2° For me, reading it was 
extremely sad and delightful at the same time. Extremely sad, through the 
revelation of great and formidable catastrophes; delightful, through the sincere 
manifestation of the truth. 

“My ideas and yours are pretty much identical in every way. God made flesh 
for decay and a knife for rotting flesh. We are touching with our hands the 
greatest catastrophe in history. For the moment, the clearest thing | can see 
is the barbarity of Europe and its depopulation before it. The land through which 
philosophical civilization has passed will be cursed. It will be the land of 
corruption and blood. Then will come ... what must come." 

From another point of view, Emperor Napoleon Ist came to the same 
conclusion. More than forty years ago, he said: "In fifty years' time, Europe will 
be republican or Cossack." He would have said socialist if the word had 
existed. 

Thus, invasion by barbarians from within or invasion by barbarians from 
without, perhaps both; locusts for Egypt; half-naked hordes for the Romans; 
weakness to humiliate strength; savage barbarism to punish learned barbarism: 
a providential equation between crime and punishment. Who can answer, on 
seeing what is happening, that the inductions of logic, the analogies of history 
and the presentiments of genius are but dreams? 

In the eyes of common sense, one thing is certain: the throne of St. Peter, 
that is to say, the full material independence of the Pope, is Europe's only 
barrier against despotism and barbarism. Once this throne is overthrown, 


everything is to be feared, for everything becomes possible. 


30 Ou allons-nous? Coup d'œil sur les tendances de l'époque actuelle. 


Add, my dear friend, that for the Catholic, THE REVOLUTION is not a 
fact, like any other fact: IT IS A PUNISHMENT. Our reasons for fear lie less 
in what we see, than in what we believe. Like a magnet attracts iron, crime 
attracts punishment. Between crime and punishment there is the same 
proportion as between cause and effect. ONLY REPENTANCE CAN SAVE 
THE GUILTY. These axioms of the moral world are more certain to us than the 
axioms of geometry. 

Now cast your eyes over a map of Europe. See if you can find a baptized 
nation that, for four centuries, has not been guilty of schism, heresy, spoliation, 
atrocious persecutions, indifference and blasphemies without example or name 
in the history of previous ages. Rob the Church, shackle the Church, blast the 
Church: don't these three words sum up, in general terms, the life of these well- 
born daughters in relation to their mother? In principle or in fact, they are all 
guilty of permanent insurrection against Christianity. Are they repentant? 
Question their actions; listen to what is being said; see what is happening. 

In the presence of the supreme humiliation inflicted on the Sovereign Pontiff 
today, what is their conduct? what is their language? The latter is reflected in 
the former. All of them confidently say: "It matters little whether the Pope's 
affairs are settled or not. It's a purely temporal question, with no connection 
whatsoever with the religious order, and even less with the social order. Let the 
ultramontanes try to give it proportions and a character it doesn't have: nobody 
will take it seriously. Based on the immortal principles of 1789, the foundations 
of modern society and public prosperity are solid enough to have nothing to 
fear from this outdated conflict between the temporal and the spiritual. " 


Then, throwing a superb disdain on the past and an insulting challenge 


to heaven, they add: "In the Middle Ages people were made to believe that the 
Pope should be king; that the people needed Christianity and the Church; that 
the more they were subjugated, the more the societies flourished and we saw 


our good forefathers, trembling at the voice of the priests, not daring to be free 


without their permission or, if they dared, condemned to public expiations; times 
of ignorance are no more.” 

"As much as it has been in us, we have emancipated ourselves from the 
tutelage of Christianity. We have set ourselves up outside its laws and in 
opposition to the Church: we are far from repentant. What harm has come to 
us? Since we have banished from our councils the One called King of Kings, 
and since we have made a mockery of the Church and its thunderbolts, we 
have progressed from strength to strength. We have never been more 
enlightened, freer, richer, stronger or more prosperous. What good is the Pope? 
What good is the Church? What good is Christianity? Our civilization, the most 
brilliant that ever was, is a solemn denial of the teachings of the past." 

Is that the language of a penitent? However, iniquity cannot escape 
supreme justice. Patient because he is eternal, God can wait for the individual 
until the threshold of eternity. BUT THERE IS NO ETERNITY FOR NATIONS. 


Reward or punishment, it is here on earth that they receive their wages. 


Balthazar's feast, the social triumph of pride and sensualism cannot last 
forever. If it were otherwise, man would be stronger than God. Evil would have 
triumphed, and Satan would never have achieved a prestige so capable of 
seducing the elect themselves. 

So it's true: an enormous mass of debts, contracted against divine justice, 
threatens Europe with a terrible deadline. The only way to escape the 
catastrophe would be to come to an agreement with the creditor and humbly 
ask him for delays and thanks. In all probability, this will not happen. Far from 
returning to themselves, the anti-Catholic section of society, the most numerous 
and influential, will continue its sterile agitation, decorated with the name of 
politics and polemics. As in the past, it will indulge in its speculations, its 
pleasures, its life of movement and noise. Intoxicated by the present and 
unconcerned about the future, it will descend into the abyss to the sound of 


violins. 


At least, that part of society which, with faith, retains an understanding of the 
evil and the remedy, will raise its hands to heaven and, with the double voice of 
prayer and almsgiving, solicit mercy and wisdom from on high. Will it save 
Europe? 

Sixteen hundred years ago, the first Christians were faced with a world that 
wasn't yet Christian; that didn't want to become Christian; that didn't want us to 
be Christian; that pursued those who were Christian with insults and anger. 
Spread throughout the empire, our fathers prayed night and day for the 
conversion of this obstinate and persecuting world. “We invoke," they said, "for 
the salvation of the emperors, the eternal, living and true God. We ask for them 
along life, a peaceful reign, an unalterable peace, a faithful senate; we delay 
with all the power of our wishes the fall of the empire. "31 

Never have prayers been more fervent and selfless. What was the result? 
Roman society fell back on its path of hatred and contempt. There was no 
peaceful reign, no unalterable peace, no faithful senate. It marched from 
revolution to revolt, until the whole empire disappeared under the blows of the 
barbarians. 

In the nineteenth century, we, the sons of martyrs, find ourselves in the 
presence of a world that ceases to be Christian; that doesn't want to become 
Christian again; that doesn't want us to be Christian; that pursues those who 
are Christian with sarcasm and hatred, including the Pope himself. Will we be 
happier than our ancestors? Are we more fervent? If the greatness of iniquity is 
measured by the price of the graces received, as the gravity of the fall is 
measured by the height from which one falls: is the world that has abused the 
blood of Calvary and eighteen centuries of blessings less guilty than the one 


that has been deprived of them? 


All yours. 


31 Tertull., Apol., c. XXX, etc. 


